
Welcome to the second issue 
of our newsletter which aims 
to keep you informed as the 
scheme progresses. The 
scheme is on schedule and we 
will continue to update you with 
the progression of the works 
and the scheme. 

Progress update

We have been undertaking some preparatory 
work ahead of the main scheme starting on the 
M5 Oldbury Viaduct, between junctions 1 and 
2. This has included resurfacing, repairs to the 
bridge expansion joints and drainage works. 

We have also been working with local authorities 
to ensure that local traffic disruption is kept to 
a minimum. As a result of this work we have 
funded improvements to several of the busiest 
junctions in the local area. 
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To inform local residents about our works we 
recently held three public information events 
in Oldbury and West Bromwich. We were 
supported at these events by representatives 
of the West Midlands Combined Authority and 
National Express, who were on hand to answer 
queries relating to alternative modes of travel. 
We also partnered with the West Midlands 
Combined Authority to promote alternative 
modes of travel by holding an exhibition on their 
display bus in Oldbury. 
 
We are now working on the removal of safety 
barriers and constructing crossover points in 
preparation for the next traffic management 
phase which will be a contraflow system. 

This means all traffic will be diverted onto the 
northbound carriageway, with two narrow lanes 
operating in each direction and a 30mph speed 
limit, allowing us to keep this vital route open.

In order to get the traffic from the southbound 
carriageway to the northbound carriageway we 
must build 2 cross-over points at the central 
reserve. To build these cross over points we 
need to move some of the structures that hold 
the overhead display screens. On Saturday 20 
May we successfully lifted the first structure. 
Highways England’s Senior Project 

Highways England’s Senior Project Manager, 
Zbigniew Twarowski, was on site to ensure that all work was carried out to the highest safety 
standards and in the most efficient manner possible. Zbigniew said: “I was truly impressed 
by the efficiency of the process that our contractor BMV put in place. The operation was 
planned and executed with precision and ran exactly to the anticipated schedule. Safety of 
the road workers and road users is our number one priority so the works were completed at 
night under full closure of the southbound carriageway to allow safe access for the crane 
and other equipment” 



Diagram of traffic 
management at M5 J1-2

What next?

By mid-summer 2017, the contraflow system 
will be in place and we will start to carry out 
waterproofing and concrete repair works. 

To manage the volume and flow of traffic 
through this busy section and to reduce the 
impact on the wider local and strategic roads, 
we will be implementing additional traffic 
management at key decision points at either 
side of the works. These include:

 Northbound at M5 junction 4a, there will 
 be two lanes leading onto the M42, with 
 one lane continuing onto the M5 to 

encourage drivers to take the alternative 
route around Birmingham 

 At the link between the M6 and the M5 
southbound, one lane will lead onto the M5, 
with three lanes continuing onto the M6

 There will be reduced speed limits on 
approach to the 30mph speed restriction 
between junctions 1 and 2

This traffic management will be in place to 
assist north and southbound traffic to take the 
alternative route along the M42 / M6 and away 
from the M5 Oldbury works area.

We understand that this may not be welcome 
news but these measures are needed to 
balance traffic volume across the region in order 
to reduce the potentially significant congestion 
in areas of Birmingham, Sandwell and the wider 
Black Country. 
 
Journey planning

We will do everything possible to plan and 
manage our road works to keep traffic moving. 
However there will still be some disruption to the 
M5 and routes leading into or out of Junctions 1 
and 2. We recommend that you plan ahead and 
allow extra time for your journeys. You may wish 
to consider using alternative routes and modes 
of transport where possible. If you use this route 
to commute it is also worth considering, where 
possible, car sharing or working from home. 
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© Crown copyright 2017. 
You may re-use this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence: visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-
licence/
write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This document is also available on our website at www.highways.gov.uk If you have any enquiries about this publication email info highwaysengland.co.uk 
or call 0300 123 5000*. Please quote the Highways England publications code PR22/17.

Highways England creative job number BHM17_0095 oldbury viaduct scheme issue 2_Newsletter 
*Calls to 03 numbers cost no more than a national rate call to an 01 or 02 number and must count towards any inclusive minutes in the same way as 01 and 
02 calls. These rules apply to calls from any type of line including mobile, BT, other fixed line orpayphone. Calls may be recorded or monitored. Printed 
on paper from well-managed forests and other controlled sources. Registered office Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree Close, Guildford GU1 4LZ Highways 
England Company Limited registered in England and Wales number 09346363

Contact us:

More scheme information is available at: www.highways.gov.uk/oldburyviaduct 

Check live traffic information before setting off at: www.trafficengland.com

For information on public transport, please visit: www.networkwestmidlands.com

For general enquires about the scheme you can also call the Highways England customer 
contact centre on 0300 123 5000.


